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fire safety and security in places of 
worship 
There are approximately 70 000 places of worship in the 
UK, with millions of people attending every week. Every 
year there are over 100 major arson attacks on places 
of worship in the UK, and there are many thousands of 
incidents of theft and criminal damage. Violent attacks 
are also an everyday occurrence. 

This guide is intended to provide practical information on 
fire safety and security awareness to protect people and 
property. It provides invaluable information specifically 
related to the causes of fires in places of worship, fire 
safety management and ongoing support. It also provides 
insight into understanding and reducing crime, including 
potential terrorist activities, and how to manage security 
day-to-day.
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v foreword

foreword

This publication will be invaluable to all those who 
have responsibility for the care, not just of the 
fabric of places of worship, but also for the safety of 
those who worship in them, visit them, and work in 
them as employees or volunteers. In a time of ever 
increasing legislation, litigation and more vigorous 
enforcement of health and safety legislation, not 
to mention the problems of theft and vandalism, 
the duties placed on those with responsibility for 
premises are becoming more and more onerous. 
The responsibilities can seem so great that not 
knowing quite where to start means that nothing 
actually gets done. Unfortunately, doing nothing is 
no longer an option. 

Starting with a background to the relevant 
legislation, this guide covers the basic principles of 
fire safety, how to carry out a fire risk assessment 
and the preparation of a fire emergency plan. 
Fire, however, is not the only threat to premises 
and people. Theft, terrorism and assault are also 
potential hazards which need to be addressed. A 
basic understanding of crime and how to prevent it 
are clearly explained. 

As the leading faith insurer in the UK, 
Ecclesiastical strongly recommends that all those 
with responsibility for places of worship follow this 
guidance.

Chris Hawkings BA (Hons) FCII CMIOSH 
Chartered Insurer
Chartered Safety and Health Practitioner
Senior Surveyor 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc

www.ecclesiastical.com



vi

about bre Global

The BRE Group is a world-leading research, 
consultancy, training, testing and certification 
organisation, raising sustainability and delivering 
innovation across the built environment and 
beyond. Its mission is to ‘build a better world’.

BRE Ltd, a major part of the group, provides 
a complete range of consultancy, testing and 
commissioned research services, covering all aspects 
of the built environment and associated industries. 
It also makes significant contributions to the 
development of national and international standards 
for construction and fire safety. Additionally, it 
provides a complete events management service for 
BRE and other organisations, with onsite facilities 
suitable for a range of events, from small meetings 
through to a fully serviced 190-seat lecture theatre.

BRE Global is another major part of 
BRE Group. It incorporates LPCB (the Loss 
Prevention Certification Board) and BREEAM 
(BRE Environmental Assessment Method). LPCB is 
an independent third party approvals body, offering 
certification of fire and security products and 

services. It also produces the Red Book, which lists 
approved services and products, and which is used 
as a resource by specifiers. Similarly, Green Book 
Live (see www.greenbooklive.com) brings together 
listings from BRE Group and a number of other 
organisations, including the Energy Savings Trust (for 
energy saving products) and One Planet Products 
(for products with green credentials). BREEAM 
provides a family of assessment methods and tools 
that are designed to help construction professionals 
understand and mitigate the environmental impacts 
of the developments they design and build. BRE 
Global organises training courses and events within 
the areas of fire, security and sustainability, and their 
world renowned team of experts and scientists are 
also involved in providing research and advisory 
services within their field of knowledge.

BRE Group is a wholly owned subsidiary 
company of the BRE Trust, which is a registered 
research and education charity. 

BRE: www.bre.co.uk
BRE Global: www.breglobal.com
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1	iNtrOdUCtiON

There are approximately 70 000 places of worship in the UK, with 
millions of people attending every week. Every year there are over 
100 major arson attacks on places of worship in the UK, and there 
are many thousands of incidents of theft and criminal damage. 
Violent attacks are also an everyday occurrence. 

Day-to-day, your place of worship is likely to be a place of safety, 
contemplation and sanctuary, and every worshipper will have certain 
expectations when he or she decides to participate in its activities. 
Implicitly, each one has placed their trust in you. In addition to the 
risk to life, a fire or breach of security could seriously damage or even 
destroy your team and its work.

1.1	aims	Of	this	gUide
Throughout this guide, the phrase ‘place of worship’ includes all of 
the areas and buildings you are responsible for – not just the worship 
area. For example, you may be responsible for community halls, 
catering areas and other buildings not used specifically for worship-
related activities. The information in this guide applies equally to 
these non-worship areas.

This guide is intended to provide practical information that will 
help you to generate a natural culture of fire safety and security 
awareness within the team responsible for managing your place of 
worship, and to protect your visitors and worshippers – as well as their 
property and your assets. It seeks to identify the important issues, and 
to enable you to foster a culture in which good fire safety and security 
practice become as familiar and normal to you and your team as your 
everyday efforts to prepare and care for your place of worship. 

The key message in this guide is that excellence in these aspects of 
the running of your place of worship is achievable, and that you can 
naturally and easily maximise fire safety and security.

Fires and breaches of security occur and may kill or injure people 
and damage property for many different reasons. This guide does 
not aim to tell you everything there is to know about fire safety and 
security, but it will help you to protect the people and property you 
are responsible for. If in doubt, you should seek specialist help from 
an organisation that has the necessary experience and knowledge. 
One such organisation is the BRE Group, which is owned by the BRE 

1	 1	iNtrOdUCtiON	
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