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The age and construction of English homes

Preface

There are some 22.4 million homes in England, housing
52 million people. They range from the smallest studio
flat to the largest palace, and vary in age from medieval
castles built of local stone to new homes designed to the
most exacting sustainability standards. Numerous books
have been written on English housing — particularly on
buildings of architectural interest. This guide is unique in
that it provides detailed information on typical designs
and features of houses built at different periods, using
statistics from the 2010 English Housing Survey.

Experienced surveyors and housing professionals will
have developed an intuitive feel for when a house was
constructed and the date of any modifications that have
been undertaken — particularly in their own local area,
where they are familiar with local materials and designs.
As such, this book is intended for less experienced
professionals, students of housing or individuals with a
personal interest, to be taken onto the streets and used
as a reference book.

The book has been structured into four main sections.
The first section defines what is meant by age — setting
out different age bands from pre-1850 to the present
day, and what is meant by type —such as detached,
terraced and so on. The second section considers the
factors of size, tenure, construction type, condition and
location in identifying when a house was built. The third
section provides the reader with tips on how to estimate
the age of a house by looking at different aspects such
as construction materials and individual elements,
street patterns and plot sizes, and by finding out about
the history of the area. The final section comprises an
illustrated guide to different periods in housing, from
pre-1850 to the present day.



1 Age and type 1

1 Age and type

This section defines what is meant
by age and type. It sets out the
different age bands from pre-1850
to the present day, and defines
the different types of houses such
as detached, semi-detached and
terraced.




Publications
from IHS BRE Press

Fire performance of external thermal insulation for walls
of multistorey buildings. 3rd edn. BR 135

External fire spread. 2nd edn. BR 187

Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight. 2nd edn.
BR 209

Fire safety and security in retail premises. BR 508
Automatic fire detection and alarm systems. BR 510

Handbook for the structural assessment of large panel
system (LPS) dwelling blocks for accidental loading. BR
511

Airtightness in commercial and public buildings. 3rd edn.
FB 35

Biomass energy. FB 36
Environmental impact of insulation. FB 37
Environmental impact of vertical cladding. FB 38

Environmental impact of floor finishes: incorporating The
Green
Guide ratings for floor finishes. FB 39

LED lighting. FB 40
Radon in the workplace. 2nd edn. FB 41
U-value conventions in practice. FB 42

Lessons learned from community-based microgeneration
projects:

the impact of renewable energy capital grant schemes.
FB43

Energy management in the built environment: a review
of best practice. FB 44

The cost of poor housing in Northern Ireland. FB 45
Ninety years of housing, 1921-2011. FB 46

BREEAM and the Code for Sustainable Homes on the
London
2012 Olympic Park. FB 47

Saving money, resources and carbon through
SMARTWaste.
FB 48

Concrete usage in the London 2012 Olympic Park and
the Olympic and Paralympic Village and its embodied
carbon content. FB 49

A guide to the use of urban timber. FB 50
Low flow water fittings: will people accept them? FB 51

Evacuating vulnerable and dependent people from
buildings in an emergency. FB 52

Refurbishing stairs in dwellings to reduce the risk of falls
and injuries. FB 53

Dealing with difficult demolition wastes: a guide. FB 54
Security glazing: is it all that it's cracked up to be? FB 55
The essential guide to retail lighting. FB 56
Environmental impact of metals. FB 57

Environmental impact of brick, stone and concrete. FB
58

Design of low-temperature domestic heating systems.
FB 59

Performance of photovoltaic systems on non-domestic
buildings. FB 60

Reducing thermal bridging at junctions when designing
and installing solid wall insulation. FB 61

Housing in the UK. FB 62
Delivering sustainable buildings. FB 63

Quantifying the health benefits of the Decent Homes
programme. FB 64

The cost of poor housing in London. FB 65
Environmental impact of windows. FB 66

Environmental impact of biomaterials and biomass. FB
67

DC isolators for PV systems. FB 68

Computational fluid dynamics in building design. FB 69
Design of durable concrete structures. FB 70

A technical guide to district heating. FB 72



The age and construction of

English homes

There are some 22.4 million homes in England,
housing 52 million people. This guide provides
detailed information on typical designs and

features of houses built at different periods, using

statistics from the English Housing Survey. The

book is intended as a reference tool for students,
less experienced professionals or individuals with a

personal interest in English housing.

This publication has been funded by BRE Trust

Related titles from IHS BRE Press

Non-traditional houses: identifying non-
traditional houses in the UK 1918-75
AP 294 (CD ROM)

Timber-frame housing systems built in the UK
between 1966 and 1975
BR 284

Timber-frame housing systems built in the UK
between 1920 and 1965
BR 283

Timber-frame housing systems 1920-1975:
inspection and assessment
BR 282

The cost of poor housing in London
FB 65

Quantifying the health benefits of the Decent
Homes programme
FB 64

Housing in the UK: national comparisons in
typology, condition and cost of poor housing
FB 62

The cost of poor housing in Northern Ireland
FB 45

The cost of poor housing in Wales
FB 32

The real cost of poor housing
FB 23

ISBN 978-1-84806-361-7
IHS BRE Press, Willoughby Road
Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 8FB
www.brebookshop.com
FB 71 ol781848063617





