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Chapter 1 Building physics
(services)

Figure 1.1
Part of the plant room for a small office building. The rate of change of technological
development is increasing, and plant rooms can become congested
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Chapter 1.1 The building as a whole

Figure 1.2
Simple protection from the weather, which might have sufficed in years gone by, is no
longer enough. When this substantial dwelling was built in the nineteenth century, the many
chimneys now surviving indicate that the main rooms were heated by open fires; even so,
some rooms were unheated. Used since the early 1920s as offices, the servicing systems
have needed to change out of all recognition



Integration of building services
into the overall design process
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Figure 1.3
A schematic illustration adapted from Designing for production (31) showing some of the
environmental services for a large building
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